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[57] ABSTRACT

A data processing system and method for controlling ver-
sions of data, features a processor, a storage device for
storing versions of objects, and an object version selector for
providing the processor with access only to specific versions
of target data objects as determined by a set of selection
rules. The selection rules are evaluated for an object when
that object is accessed by the processor. The version selector
includes a means for viewing the selected versions of the
target objects as a transparent file system having directories,
files, and links. The version selector applies the existing
version selection rules to newly created objects, and can also
store the identity of a selected object version in a cache
memory. The version selection rules include a rule for
selecting that version of an object that was the most recent
version of that object at a specific time in the past, and a rule
for selecting that version of an object that was the most
recent version of that object at the specific time that a
process requiring that object began. The time that the
process began is adjusted to compensate for time skew
among the storage devices storing the required objects. The
process includes a system build.
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